
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in 
Longford Rugby Club/via Microsoft Teams
 on Thursday, 26th November 2020 at 2.30 p.m. 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Colm Murray.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey via MS Teams, Gerard Farrell via MS Teams, Pat O’Toole and Paul Ross. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer.
APOLOGIES:


A/MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Mark McNerney
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole, seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, the Minutes of Meetings of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 24th September 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, the Minutes of Meetings of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 29th October 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.
There were no matters arising
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
Noted

MANAGEMENT REPORT  - circulated.
Noted
The Cathaoirleach Colm Murray thanked the outdoor staff for all the good work that was completed against the background of a very difficult year. Councillors Mick Cahill, Paul Ross, Pat O’Toole, Mark Casey and Gerard Farrell also thanked the outdoor staff for their efforts in completing works during a very challenging year.
2020 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME.
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross and Seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole the 
balance of €21,397.49 was allocated.
KEEP WELL CAMPAIGN.

The County Librarian Mary Reynolds gave a presentation over teams on keeping well campaign. Mary highlighted the importance of keeping well both physically and mentally in these difficult times. She said that there are a wide array of events taking place focusing on health. Mary said that there are plans to setup a TV studio and develop a training programme at the moment. Mary said that it is important that nobody feels left out or alone in these difficult times.
All of the Councillors thanked Mary for her presentation.

SUPPLEMENTARY STANDING ORDERS - CIRCULATED
The Supplementary Standing Orders - Remote Meetings – adopted at November meeting of Longford County Council were noted.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Perimeter Wall of Cloncallow Cemetery.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill                   -
 “I call on Longford County Council to provide funding for repairs to a number of sections of the perimeter wall of Cloncallow Cemetery. Estimate €1350”.
€1,350 was approved by the under the 2020 Community Grants scheme

Community CCTV in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray                  -
“That in preparation for the installation of Community CCTV cameras in Ballymahon that ducting for the cables is installed when the proposed streetscape works are being carried out.”
In response John McKeon said that this matter would be referred to the SPC for consideration.
Christmas Lights.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill                   -
“I call on Longford County Council to substantially increase the Community Grant allocations to the Christmas Lights Committees in the Ballymahon M.D area.”
Funding of €2,500 was approved by the Members under 2020 Community Grants. This is in addition to €1,500 already funded earlier in the year. Sewage Main in Lanesboro.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill                   -
“That this Council requests Irish Water to extend the sewage main from the New Fire Station in Lanesboro out to Barnacor on the N63, which will take in a number of houses and businesses.”
Response in writing from – Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer, Water Services;

A letter outlining this request will be forwarded Irish Water for their attention.   

Footpath Repairs in Lanesborough.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill                   -
“That the footpath be repaired at the Church, at Casserly’s shop and outside O’Briens Chemist in Lanesboro.”
In reponse Paul Newell said that he plans to get repairs completed in December.
Footpath on the Rathcline Road, Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Mark Casey and seconded by Councillor                     -
“That funding should be sought for the replacement of the footpath on the Rathcline Road.”
As a result of this work being already underway Cllr Mark Casey withdrew this Notice of Motion.
Washing of Cobble Lock.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor    Mick Cahill                 -
“That Longford Co Council wash the cobble lock paving outside the 4 old peoples dwelling houses on Granard Street, Edgeworthstown in the interest of public safety.”
In response Paul Newell said that this work will be carried out

Trees on Main Street, Barry.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor   Mick Cahill                  -
“That the trees on Main Street, Barry be removed as they are causing the footpath to rise and are a trip hazard.”
In response Paul Newell said that the Regeneration Team are applying for funding under the Rural Renewal Scheme so the removal of these trees can be included under that scheme.
Playground at Foxhall.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray                    -
“That the playground at Foxhall be upgraded as it has fallen into poor repair.”
Councillor Paul Ross said that the playground is in poor condition and in need of upgrading.

Councillor Colm Murray said that Playgrounds are great facilities and that it is very important that they are maintained and upgraded where necessary.

Parking Bye-Laws.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Colm Murray and seconded by Councillor   Pat O’Toole                  -
“I call on Longford County Council to enact a process whereby parking bye laws will be introduced in towns and villages across the Ballymahon Municipal District. The current bye laws in the MD are only pertinent to one village thereby leaving standard road markings such as disabled parking spaces, yellow boxes, etc everywhere else in the MD subject to no bye laws and unenforceable by the Gardai.”
CouncillorMick Cahill, fully supported the Notice of motion. Councillor Paul Ross also gave his support to the Notice of Motion, Councillor Mark Casey support the Motion and said that vehicles are continuously parking on double yellow lines and in towns and villages within the Municipal District and this needs to be addressed.
In response Mark McNerney suggest that a list should be drawn up where parking has become a problem in towns and villages within the Municipal District. He said that draft bye-laws would need to be prepared and brought before the MD members for consideration before going to public consultation. 

Councillor Colm Murray agreed this can be done and suggested that preparation work would be completed for the March meeting 2021. 
AOB
Councillor Paul Ross said that the recently announced Just transition funding is fantastic news and will help replace lost jobs in the area. Councillor Colm Murray said that this is very welcomed funding and it is beyond anything that could be anticipated. He said that the funding would help in some way where jobs were lost. Councillors Mick Cahill, Mark Casey and Pat O’Toole also concurred with this.
Councillor Mick Cahill raised the issue about the condition of the Oliver Goldsmith statue.

In response John McKeon said that this has been referred to the Council’s Heritage committee.

Councillor Colm Murray said that as this is the last meeting of the year and he wished all present a very Happy Christmas. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: __________

             Mark McNerney,

             Administrative Officer.
Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
 28th January 2021.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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